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Formerly Known as the Soil Conservation Service



Getting Started working with NRCS



Technical Assistance

Three Broad Categories
• Engineering
• Ecological Sciences

• Agronomy
• Grazing
• Forestry
• Wildlife

• Soils



Technical Assistance
• Engineering example conservation 

practices
• Composting Facility
• Access Road





Composting Facility—Code 317



https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/

Field Office Technical Guide

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/


Sheet & Rill Soil Erosion



Soil Erosion & Water Quality



Mitigating Conservation Practices

• Crop Rotation
• Cover Crop
• Pasture & Hayland

Planting
• Reduced Tillage
• No-Till
• Stripcropping



Soil Organic Matter Depletion



Soil Compaction Roots run 
laterally 
above a 
compacted 
layer



Soil Quality Practices
• Crop Rotation
• Cover Crop
• Pasture and Hayland Planting
• No-Till
• Soil Carbon Amendment



Reduced Tillage With Mulch
Lovin’ Mama Farm, Amsterdam, NY

15



Cover Crop and No-Tillage





Importance of Soil Aggregates



Cover crop and conventional tillage Cover crop and No-Tillage

2016 Drought—Amherst, MA



Soil Organic Matter Depletion





Soil Carbon Amendment

• Improve soil organic 
matter quantity, quality, 
and aggregate stability

• Improve plant 
productivity and health

• Compost, biochar, 
other carbon 
amendments (wood ash 
or wood chips)

• Requires a soil test or 
in-field soil health 
assessment

• SOM levels <5% or 
other resource concern



Soil Carbon Amendment

• Compost
• Biochar
• Compost/Biochar Mixes
• Other Soil Amendment 

(Wood chips or Wood 
Ash)

• Compost or biochar 
mixes applied at ~4 
Tons/Acre

Assumptions



Soil Carbon Amendment—Code 808

FY 2023 Payment Rates



Financial Assistance

• EQIP – Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program

• Fix Problems
• Payments are reimbursements (~75-90% of cost)

• CSP – Conservation Stewardship Program
• Get rewarded for good management
• Payments for existing practices ($7.50/ac for 

cropland)
• Payments for practices and enhancements



How Financial Assistance Programs Work

• Applications are accepted continuously;
• Application batching periods are established in 

association with national guidance;
• Customer works with their local FSA office to

establish USDA eligibility
– NRCS approved conservation plan
– Agricultural Producer status
– Agricultural Land status and Land Control
– Food Security Act Compliance
– Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) verification
– Other programmatic eligibility as appropriate



• Applications are selected for funding based on 
their ranking scores;

• Applicants not selected for funding are notified 
by letter, typically in September or October, and 
are offered to defer their application until the 
following fiscal year.



IRS Reporting
• The National Finance Center reports payments made to 

participants to the IRS on Form 1099- MISC.
• NRCS employees are not permitted to advise 

participants on the tax implications of conservation 
payments.

The Fine Print…



USDA Leaflet No. 323 – 1952!



Cornell University -- 1971





Questions?
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