
On-farm community-scale food 
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• Project overview

• Online toolkit

• Short video

• Farmer panel
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To develop sustainable, 
community-oriented 
composting sites with 
Farmer Partners to 
manage food scraps, 
farm residues, manures, 
and other organics.

Funded by USDA Rural 
Utilities Services grant
October 2021-September 2023

Project Goal



• Cat Buxton, Grow More, 
Waste Less

• Athena Lee Bradley, 
Organics Management 
Consultant

• Natasha Duarte, CAV

Trainers

• Juan Alvez, UVM Extension
• Joe Buford, NRCS
• Chadd Cupit, NRCS
• Kelly Dolan, VSJF/Farm to Plate
• Maureen F. Prohl, Citizens 

Advisory Committee, Town of 
New London, NH

• Stephanie Smith, VAAFM
• Zach Szczukowski, VAAFM
• Olivia Uyizeye, Upper Valley 

Lake Sunapee RPC
• Paige Wilson, NH DES

Project Steering Committee

Trainers & Project 
Steering Committee  



Partner Farms

Ascutney Harvest
Ascutney, VT .

Ascutney Harvest
Ascutney, VT

Work Song Farm
Hopkinton, NH

Sweet Beet Farm
Bradford, NH

Open Woods Farm
Grafton, NH

Highwater FarmBartlett, NH
Firefly Farm at Burke Hollow

Burke Hollow, VT

SUSU CommUNITY Farm
Newfane, VT



Why community-oriented food scrap composting on 
farms



Through non-certified organic and regenerative 
growing practices, we seeks to provide equitable 
food access and agricultural learning 
opportunities to the Mount Washington Valley 
while cultivating an outdoor lifestyle for our family 
that prioritizes connection to nature, generosity, 
and community.

Meet some of our 
partner farmers:

● Liz Freierman, Highwater Farm (NH)
● Dan Kilrain, Work Song Farm (NH)
● Ben Tipton, Firefly Farm at Burke Hollow (VT)



Integrating a compost operation into your farming enterprise 
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Meet some of our 
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Work Song Farm aims to grow healthy, delicious 
food for our local community and to strive for 
sustainability in every way. We believe in local 
community. Excess produce is donated to local 
food pantries and soup kitchens. In 2021, we 
donated over 2,000 lbs. through the NH Gleans 
Program.
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Meet some of our 
partner farmers:

● Liz Freierman, Highwater Farm (NH)
● Dan Kilrain, Work Song Farm (NH)
● Ben Tipton, Firefly Farm at Burke Hollow (VT)

Our mission is to cultivate a way of being for 
ourselves and our community, that nourishes our 
bodies, minds, and spirits with locally grown food and 
mindful living in the beautiful Northeast Kingdom of 
Vermont. We have designed this business as a 
creative collection of products and services that allow 
our family to work together, and work toward, a 
healthier way of living for all, while harmoniously 
stewarding our little piece of Earth.



Meet some of our 
partner farmers:

Integrating a compost operation into your farming enterprise 

● Liz Freierman, Highwater Farm (NH)
● Dan Kilrain, Work Song Farm (NH)
● Ben Tipton, Firefly Farm at Burke Hollow (VT)



What have you learned so far? 
What does your community participation look like? 

Dan Kilrain
Work Song Farm
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What have you learned so far? 
What does your community participation look like? Liz Freierman

Highwater Farm



What are your goals moving forward? 
Have these changed during this project? 

Ben Tipton
Firefly Farm



What are your goals moving forward? 
Have these changed during this project? 

Liz Freieman
Highwater Farm



What are your goals moving forward? 
Have these changed during this project? 

Dan Kilrain
Work Song Farm



OnFarmComposting.org 

Multimedia Resources 

for:
● Farmers

● Communities

● Organizations

Online Toolkit



Q&A



Contact

Natasha Duarte, Director
Composting Association of Vermont
natasha@compostingvermont.org

Cat Buxton, Director
Grow More, Waste Less
catduffybuxton@gmail.com

Athena Lee Bradley
Organics Management Specialist
athenalee1@comcast.net

mailto:natasha@compostingvermont.org
mailto:catduffybuxton@gmail.com
mailto:athenalee1@comcast.net


USDA’s	Non-Discrimination	Statement
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and policies, USDA, its Mission Areas, agencies, staff offices,
employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any
program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all
programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to obtain
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language)
should contact the responsible Mission Area, agency, or staff office; the USDA
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY); or the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877- 8339.


