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We’re not alone…

9 States 
have

varying 
Food 

Waste
Bans:

Connecticut--2011
Vermont--2012
Massachusetts--2014
Rhode Island--2014
California--2016
New York--2019
New Jersey--2020
Maryland--2021
Washington--2022



2023:
Universal 

Recycling Law
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>52 
tons/year
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>18  
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>26 
tons/year

7 years Full Ban
3 years



Culture 
Shift



85% of Vermonters are composting

61% feel a “moral obligation” to 
keep food scraps out of the landfill

Belarmino et al. 2023. “Impact of 
Vermont’s Food Waste Ban on 
Residents and Food Businesses”

UVM Study



Data?





Subtle Trends in Disposal and Diversion

Diversion
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Regulated 
Compost 
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How much wasted food is in 
our trash?



2023 Waste Composition 
Study: Happening this Year!



Paper, 
19.9%

Plastic, 
12.7%

Glass, 
1.9%
Metal, 
2.5%

Organics, 
24.4%

HHW, 
0.4%

Electronics, 
0.7%

C&D, 
11.1%

Special 
Wastes, 
26.3%

~20% of trash is food 
and food scraps 
(~77,000 tons/year)

Composting this 
would reduce 
emissions equal to 
taking over 9,500 
vehicles off the road 
each year

2018 Data:



Challenges



Bird seed, trash, food scraps, and 
bears, oh my!



Contamination



Depackager and Microplastics



Successes



Bird Seed, Trash, Food Scraps, and 
Bears, Oh My!



Depackager and Microplastics

• Act 170 – An Act Relating the Regulation of Depackaging
Facilities

• Moratorium on new depackaging facility certifications in 
Vermont until DEC adopts rules.

• Stakeholder’s group report complete on recommendations:
– Hierarchy, Source Separation, Proper use of depackagers

• Study Microplastics & PFAS in food waste via EPA P2 Grant



Compost Operator Training
10 courses since 2011



Compost Technical Assistance
~45 facilities since 2012

• Compost facilities
• Farms
• Schools
• Transfer stations

Ben Gauthier
benjamin.gauthier@vermont.gov
802-522-5080



Grants:  > 1.5 million Awarded
2019 2021 2023

5 Projects 11 Projects 2 Projects



2020



2021





• >85 participants
• Food waste reduction = climate solution
• Understanding and measuring wasted food
• Strategic shopping
• Savvy storage
• Careful cooking
• Eating with intent

1st Annual Scrap Food Waste 
Challenge



Community - Collective Action -
Commitment - Creativity



Questions?

Alyssa Eiklor
DEC Solid Waste Program
alyssa.eiklor@vermont.gov
802 793 9233


